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Welcome to worship.    
If you are new to our church, please make yourself known to one of the Stewards and
join us for coffee after the service.
An induction loop provides sound for hearing aid wearers during worship. 

This week
Sun 10.30 Morning Worship led by Rev John Boxwell

Mon 9.30 Noah ‘s Ark – Janet & Bill Crisp 

Tue
 

Wed

Thur

Fri 10-12 Coffee Morning –  Janet & Bill Crisp

Sat

Sun 10.30 Morning Service led by Vera Douglas

Items for the Notice sheet should reach Sonia Keen, telephone 01280703254 
sonia.keen@btinternet.com) by 9 am Friday.
If you have anything for the Church Website you can contact Ali Bromhall at  
ali.bromhall@gmail.com 

mailto:sonia.keen@btinternet.com


Soon….
Monday 20th January Stewards Meeting at 1 Wodhams Drive.
Church Council – Wednesday 5th February at 2pm. Please note change of time.

Praying….
Please consult the Prayers board in the Hall.  Requests for prayer may be 
pinned there. This week we pray for the church at Thornborough. Pleae pray 
for those preaching elsewhere today. Rev Pat at Towcester (10.30).  

Serving….                                       

Today:
flowers           Barbara Green 
steward         Debbie Munn
welcome       Dorothy Glover & Joan Boatwright       
music             Vera Douglas
coffee            Helen Evans

Next week:
flowers          Barbara Green
steward        Janet Crisp     
welcome      Roger Geyton & Sonia Keen 
music            
coffee           Norma Phillips & Beth Miskimmon

If you have not received a 2020 Church Directory please ask Sonia for one.

News….
Monday 20th For those who knew Florence Boynton late of Brackley Fields. 
Committal at Banbury Crematorium at 10.00 am
Service of Thanksgiving Brackley Baptist Church at 12.00 noon conducted by Rev Pat

Friday 7th February at 1.00pm. Thanksgiving service for the life of Brenda Markham 
followed by committal at Banbury Crematorium at 3 pm. Conducted by by Rev Pat. 



Action for Children – Christmas 2019.
It has become our custom over several years to give to Action for Children at 
Christmas. This Christmas we raised a total of £327.47. This was raised through 
your generosity in the following ways: - Church Christmas Lunch, Christmas card 
donations and Christmas Day Donations.

The money we raised (£327.47) has been sent directly to Action for Children and is 
not part of our church’s budgeted mission giving. However, it is very reliant upon 
your good will and generosity, so WELL DONE and THANK YOU.

At Christmas we also support The Hope Centre and as a result of your generosity I 
was able to deliver a car full of warm winter clothes and bedding and an overflowing 
box of food items and toiletries. Our gifts were very gratefully received. THANK YOU.    
Gareth

CIRCUIT SERVICE OF APPRECIATION 
Songs of Praise and Thanksgiving at Steeple Claydon Church on Sunday 2nd February 
at 3pm followed by tea. See notice in foyer.
Dear friends, 
I am writing to the eight churches of our Buckingham, Bicester and Brackley 
Methodist Circuit. This is the period, at the beginning of a new calendar year, when
we celebrate that most Methodist of services – the Covenant service. Some of you 
will have had your covenant service over the past two weeks; for others it lies 
ahead. In the words of that service we commit ourselves to ‘accept our place within 
this Covenant which God has made with us and with all who are called to be Christ's
disciples’. We also affirm once again that ‘by the help of the Holy Spirit, we accept 
God's purpose for us, and the call to love and serve God in all our life and work’.
I never cease to be amazed as I see that commitment worked out in practice by 
many different people in many different ways across our churches. Christ does, in 
the words of the covenant service, have many services to be done and in the 3Bs’ 
circuit many of these services are, indeed, being done. Thank you.
When the circuit leadership team met towards the end of 2019 we spoke about our 
gratitude for what people are doing but also our realisation that this commitment, 
over time, can sometimes feel like toil and drudgery. People can feel tired and 
discouraged. As a leadership team we wanted an opportunity both to show our 
thankful appreciation and to encourage everyone in the roles that you play without 
which our churches could not function.
That is the purpose of our united circuit service at Steeple Claydon on the 2nd of 
February. We want it to be an occasion where people can not only be thanked for 
the unique contributions they make to the body of Christ but also where we can all 
be uplifted and encouraged. The service starts at 3pm and will be followed by a tea 



generously provided by our Steeple Claydon church. I hope that as many of you as
 possible will be able to attend but if you aren’t able, please take this message as our 
heartfelt appreciation for all that you do in the life of the church.   
Steve

Pause for Thought…
In Oxford there’s a monument known as the Martyr’s Memorial which looks like a 
church spire. Inquisitive American tourists are informed by students that
it is Oxford’s underground cathedral and they are directed down the adjacent wide 
steps to discover the cathedral’s glories. A further quaint tradition is that there are 
separate entrances for Gentlemen and Ladies....
‘I was a stranger and you took me in’! (Matthew 25.35)
What must it feel like to cross the threshold of our church for the first time? 
Someone commented that the church looked too posh for him to dare go in. Even 
if newcomers do come in there is so much to worry about:
- Will I be sitting in someone else’s place?
- What if my children make a noise?
- How do I know when to stand or sit (particularly if I’ve been herded into a front
seat because all the regulars had got the back seats first)?
Our door stewards do a splendid job but we must all help provide a good welcome
for ‘strangers’/newcomers. We have to strike the right balance between friendliness and 
respecting their shyness, but must never simply ignore someone. Of course there’s always 
the possibility that the ‘stranger’ you are welcoming has been coming so long he could be 
welcoming you! But we must be prepared to face momentary embarrassment for the sake 
of growing together as the family of God and helping others become part of that family.
Jesus’ injunction to welcome strangers was part of a wider challenge to care for the 
hungry, the thirsty, the poor, the sick, and for prisoners. It challenges our country’s 
immigration policy, and our support of the Soup Kitchen,  Action for Children, MRDF & 
Christian Aid etc.
Moreover Jesus has made clear that the welcome we give to people in church, or the 
welcome and help we give to those struggling from natural disasters or 3rd world debt, is 
simply our response to the way that we have been welcomed by God. We were strangers 
but have been ‘taken in’ by God. We have been given the amazing privilege of entering 
into His presence - into a glory far surpassing that of the most magnificent cathedral in the 
world.
This coming week may we feel welcomed and welcome those we meet for the first time or
our friends we hav
With my love and prayers. Rev Pat


